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Summary of teetlmorty to jobs sesaiorr for Ag, Mining, Timber, Tourism, and Unions
Januarlr 8, 2Ol I

lTre outfrttrng industy facee numerous regulatory obsteclet to joba creation or
retention. Many of these regulations cane as a result of tIB 196, the companion bill
to HE 195, which instituted the outfitter Bporrsored licsrse. I-161 has done away wit}r
the HB 195 provisions in Fish and Game law. All the corresponding provisions in
Board of Outfitter law, from HB 196. rem^ein rn force.

In addition to creating impedimente to growth of the outfitting rndustry, end to
individual prcspetity of outfitters, these provieions create a huge paperwork burderr on
the staffof the Board of Outfittere. Currenfly, the Montana Board of Outfitters office
is $60,000-$70,000 in the red. Liccneed outfi.tters and guides are decreasing in
number. Simply harging morc for outfitter and guide licenset, and charging hi$er
fees for transactions and transferc will not solve thie ghortfall. MBO could reslize
significant eavinge by repeal of all lavrs and rules utrich do not enharrce the eafety and
errjoyment of our guests, I harrc detailed some of the nrles arrd duplications of effort in
my oral testimony, and have pronided copies of some of the documentation reguired of
outfitters on an arrnual basis.

Fersofie wiehing to become new outfrttera must put up $18OO.O0 in fees before being
allowed to tske tlre test. the application ie l8 pages [ong,

Guides rccsive a ? page packet to fill [n for their first gurde licsrec. One full page is
devoted to questions which have nothing to do wilh the guide's ability to eupervise thc
errdoreing outfitter'a gueats safely.

Metry frohing outfitters are limited by FwP rules on wtrich days, whictr sretchee of
river they can guide nonresidents, as well as the totsl number of days tl:ey can float in
a Sea'aon.

Worlsren'e compcnsatron ratee are around 160/o for most outfiittere. Our ldaho
oounterparts pay 3olo. We could certainly use that additionel money for paying wages.

Please contagt me with any quettions.
Mary Ellen Schnur
Morrteh Guiding & Mountain Outfrtting
16 North Fork Rd.
Tovrnsend, MT 59644
406-266-35I5
merrenturea@outdrs. net


